
 

 

VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN  

PLANNING COMMISSION 

SPECIAL MEETING  

WEDNESDAY, August 11, 2021, 7:00 P.M.  

32325 Franklin Road. Franklin, Michigan 

48025  

The Village Planning Commission did not 

assemble at a physical place; the meeting was 

held electronically via “Zoom.us ©”, in 

accordance with the Michigan Open Meetings 

act, as amended by 2020 PA 228  

 

I. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

 

The Special Meeting of the Planning Commission was called to order by David Goldberg, 

Chairman, via Remote Zoom at 7:00 P.M. 

 

II. ROLL CALL 

 

Present:            Paul Brakeman, Franklin, MI; Nena Downing, Franklin, MI;  

                       David Goldberg, Franklin, MI; Pete Halick, Franklin, MI;  

                       Linda Hiller Novak, Franklin, MI; and  

                       Stuart Wooters, Franklin, MI (called in @ 7:05 PM) 

 

Absent:            Raj Abbass 

 

Also Present:   Heather Mydloski, Village Clerk and Chris Doozan, Planning Consultant,  

                        McKenna & Associates 

  

III. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Brakeman, seconded by Downing to adopt the Agenda, as presented. 

 

Ayes:               Brakeman, Downing, Goldberg, Halick and Novak  

Nays:      None 

Absent:           Abbass and Wooters 

Motion carried. 

 

IV.   ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES 

 

A. Regular Meeting of July 21, 2021  
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Suggested Amendments:  

1. Downing stated she did not recall Bill Dinnan being at the meeting but was as listed 

as present. She asked that the minutes be corrected as such.  

2. Downing on page five (5), second paragraph it should say, Chief Roberts not 

Rogers. 

 

Motion by Novak, seconded by Brakeman to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting 

of July 21, 2021, as amended.  

 

Ayes:               Brakeman, Downing, Goldberg, Halick and Novak  

Nays:      None 

Absent:          Abbass and Wooters 

Motion carried.  

   

V.    COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT 

 

Goldberg stated that the Village of Franklin attorney modified the Garden Fence Ordinance that 

was adopted as it was incomplete. Council also approved several Civic Event Permits. Goldberg 

stated there was a discussion on water and that moving forward prior to the council meeting 

between 6pm-7pm accept when there is a sewer meeting there will be water meeting scheduled 

to discuss various options for municipal water.   

 

VI. BUDGET AND EXPENSES REPORT 

 

No Budget/Expense Report was presented. 

 

No action was taken. 

 

VII.    PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

No Public Comments.  

 

Downing stated she contacted Michigan Association of Planners (MAPI) and spoke to Cheryl in 

the office. Cheryl conveyed they are on summer break and will not resume conversations about 

the topic until September.  Downing was advised it is possible that any community with a Short 

Term Rental (STR) Ordinance in place; whether it is for or against, may have the possibly of 

being grandfathered in.   

 

Cheryl further stated MAPI is urging communities to consider establishing an STR ordinance; 

in the event such an ordinance may be grandfathered. If so, this may allow the ordinance to 

supersede any state mandates that permit STR’s in the Village.   
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Downing further stated Cheryl was adamant and suggested the Planning Board Commission 

pursue and complete any ordinance prior to when MPI the State Legislature meets next to 

decide on STR’s.  

 

Goldberg will present MAPI’s suggestion for an STR ordinance to the Village Council at their 

September 13, 2021, meeting. He will also apprise the Village Attorney, requesting his opinion 

on the matter so Council may have a well-rounded understanding of the topic.  

 

Halick asked Mydloski is she was aware of a petition regarding Short Term Rentals that was 

submitted to the Village by residents around Hersheyvale. Mydloski stated she was not aware of 

any such petition but would investigate.  

 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Introduction of the Village of Franklin Connectivity Pathways 

 

Goldberg stated that Hubbell, Roth, and Clark (HRC); Roger Fraser, Village Administrator; and 

Bill Lamott, Village President; worked alongside Michigan State Representative Andy Levin in 

hopes to obtain a community block funding grant for the enhancement of connectivity pathways 

within the Village.  

 

Goldberg stated that in the PC meeting packet there is information on eight (8) proposed cross 

sections that have been identified with potential for pathway connectivity.  

 

Responding to Novak, Goldberg clarified that the Commissioners thoroughly review and 

analyze the proposed areas to make sure they make sense before any action is taken.  

 

Brakeman asked if the recommendation of a 10 ft. wide pathway was too wide?   

 

Goldberg stated there is nothing in the village that is 10 ft. wide, and the size would be half that 

size.  He commended Brakeman for his astute observation.  

 

Brakeman also asked if there would be solar lighting on the pathways and or alleyways? 

 

Wooters stated he would like to know what the actual proposed widths of these paths. He further 

stated a 10 ft. path would be an absorbent exorbitant cost and therefore prove to be dead in the 

water.   

 

Wooters suggested letters should be sent to the homeowners requesting approval to install the 

pathways on their property lines.  

 

Goldberg stated that unfortunately, the Village did not receive the grant and now it must be 

determined where and how these pathways may be installed.   



 

Proceedings, Village of Franklin Planning Commission    

Special Meeting, Wednesday, August 11, 2021, 7:00 P.M. Page 4 of 6 

 

 

 

Mydloski stated that she looked at previous Village Council minutes of July 19th, 2021, stated 

that HRC’s proposed total of $765,000.00 for the construction of the pathways was an all-

inclusive pricing structure with normal built-in contingencies.  

 

Downing stated that in the Master Plan that is in effect states a connectivity pathway would be 

included. Downing inquired as to whom would be maintaining these pathways? 

 

Doozan suggested HRC do some work on the proposed connectivity pathway design, prior to 

distributing a letter to residents.  Doozan stated that a 10 ft. wide paved pathway was 

inconsistent to what Fraser and Lamott put forth in the grant request regarding the rural aesthetic 

of Franklin.  He further stated that he believed the pathway should be no more than 4-5ft. wide 

in width and other surface options should be considered, not only pavement.  Doozan pointed 

out that limestone trails have a rural aesthetic.  

 

Novak stated it would be prudent to step back, review the proposed plan, and prioritize the 

locations of the pathways.  

 

Goldberg suggested a decision should be made on how wide the pathways be, material that 

should be used and what proposed areas should be developed. 

 

No Action Was Taken  

 

IX. UNFINSHED BUSINESS 

A. Review of Sign Ordinance-Temporary and Personal Expression Signs 

 

Doozan stated the Planning Commission needs to decide the number of temporary signs to be 

allowed per residence and the total duration of time they will be permitted.  

 

Doozan stated that after last month’s meeting he came up with the following provision:  

• One temporary sign up to 4 ft. in height shall be permitted on each parcel for a duration 

of up to one year.  And then on corner parcels one such sign should be permitted per 

street frontage.  

• In addition, x number of temporary signs not knowing how many the Planning 

Commission wanted to permit, x number of temporary signs up to 2 ft. in height shall be 

permitted on each parcel for duration of up to ninety (90) days. 

 

Doozan stated what that provision does is that it allows for real estate signs that are particularly 

4 ft. in height for up to one year, with all other temporary signs which are 2 ft. in height for only 

a duration of ninety (90) days.      

 

Goldberg reviewed temporary sign regulations with the Planning Board.   
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Goldberg stated that someone receives three (3) signs and the categories at one (1) month, three 

(3) months and deferred to Novak if it should be six (6) months to one (1) year. 

 

Downing would support three (3) signs per standard lawn and four (4) signs for a corner parcel.  

Downing suggested that a sign permit be required but at no cost to the applicant. The permit 

would allow the Village to have a record of temporary sign placement so that consistency could 

be maintained with code enforcement.  

 

Halick would support three (3) signs and would support the one (1) year, ninety (90) day and 

thirty (30) day installation option.   

 

Goldberg reviewed neighboring communities temporary sign regulations.  Goldberg continued 

discussion. 

 

Brakeman stated that he likes the temporary sign regulations status quo.   

 

Wooters stated he agrees to one (1) real estate sign per parcel and likes the temporary sign 

regulations status quo. 

 

Goldberg pointed out that if the ordinance is passed, how will code enforcement enforce the 

sign regulations, as the Village doesn’t need an unenforced ordinance.  

 

No Action Was Taken 

 

B. Consider Proposal for Wetland Boundary and Tree Survey  

 

Goldberg stated survey sought to identify where the wetland and protective trees are located. He 

further stated the public input was a vital component.  

 

Goldberg stated that hiring Save-A-Tree for the tree survey and HRC to perform the wetland 

boundary survey was a possibility to remain consistent. However, both Save-A-Tree and HRC 

had stated that Marx Wetlands LLC came highly recommended both for ability and 

affordability.  

 

Doozan stated that the proposals need to include an actual map of a tree survey.   

  

Motioned by Halick, seconded by Downing to recommend to council to approve the 

Proposal for Professional Services for the Village of Franklin for the four (4) parcels as 

identified and not to exceed $8,000 to perform the work as described in the proposal as 

amended by the Planning Board Commission, that will include in task 2 a table and map 

of a tree survey. 
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Ayes:           Brakeman, Downing, Goldberg, Halick, Novak and Wooters  

Nays:          None 

Absent:      Abbass  

Motion carried.  

 

C. Master Plan Implementation 

1. Safety Pathways/Safe Walking Zones 

a. Village Owned Land Inventory and Analysis 

b. Jen Stan  

c. Safety Pathway Plan  

d.  

D. Master Plan Review 

  

Downing asked if the changes could be red lined throughout the document.  

 

IX. GENERAL COMMUNICATION 

 

A. Upcoming Meeting Dates: Next Regularly Scheduled Special Meeting, September 

08, 2021, 7:00 PM.  

 

Motion by Wooters, seconded by Novack that the Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting on 

September 8, 2021, 7:00 PM will continue as zoom. 

 

       Ayes:          Brakeman, Downing, Goldberg, Halick, Novak and Wooters  

       Nays:         None 

       Absent:      Abbass 

       Motion carried. 

 

X. ADJOURNAMENT 

 

Motion by Brakeman, seconded by Downing to adjourn the meeting. 

 

The Meeting was adjourned at 10:30 P.M. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

        Connie Folk, Recording Secretary  

 

 __________________________ 

Heather Mydloski, Village Clerk 


